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THE LOCATION OF THE STATE LIBRARY 


If a definite location in Austin can be given the Texas State Library 
it must be in the north wing of the Capitol on the second floor. Visitors 
to the Library find it easiest to begin at this point. The elevator in the 
north lobby of the Capitol stops on the second floor at the entrance to 
the Library. The visitor or patron steps off the elevator, turns left and 
is in the Library. The same directions are followed by visitors to the 
Supreme Court Library because these two friendly rivals for over a 
century share this same floor for their central offices. Here in the 
space of 5, 347 sq. ft. are located the offices of the Librarian, the Ex- 
tension Division, the Records Administration Division, Bookkeeping 
Division, Legislative Reference Division, the Loanand General Reference 
Division, the open stacks, and the reading room. To say the least, the 
possibilities of expansion on this floor are limited. 


The only public service division which does not have its offices on 
this floor is the Archives Division, which is located in the basement of 
the Highway Building on llth Street. The Archives Division has two rooms 
of 2,052 and 1, 443 sq. ft. For some time expansion in this Division has 
been along vertical lines, and as a result imposing superstructures, 
limited in height only by the ceiling, are the rule. 


In the Capitol basement are located the Processing Division and 
Receiving and Shipping Headquarters (973 sq. ft.), Records Division 
storage (2,721 sq. ft.), Blind Service and U. S. Document storage (2,955 
sq. ft.) and Texas Document storage (860 sq. ft.). 


The Records Division rents a 14,000 sq. ft. warehouse in South 
Austin just off the San Antonio highway where records of the State De- 
partments are kept. Already this building is filled and more space will 
be needed in the near future to take care of the increasing number of 
State Records that must be preserved. 


The Library also has a converted barracks building in North Austin 
(4,000 sq. ft.) which provides overflow storage for less-used materials 
and Braille. 


A person coming to the State Library for any purpose should decide 
whether his question is one concerning Archival materials. If it is, 
then his first stop should be in the Highway Building, where he will re- 
ceive personal attention. If his question concerns anything other than 
Archives, he should begin on the second floor of the north wing of the 
Capitol. 
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RECENT ACCESSIONS 





Rohan 
Sassoon 
Seaver 


Pickens 


Sprague 


Chujoy 


American Dental 
Association 


O'Neill 


Miller 


U. S. Army in 
World War II 


TEXAS LIBRARIES 


(November, 1952) 


Title 


ARCHITECTURE 
White pillars: early life and architecture 
of the lower Mississippi Valley country 


BIOGRAPHY 
Yankee arms maker (Samuel Colt) 
Meredith 
Edward Wilson of the Antarctic 


BUSINESS ETHICS 
How to succeed in business without really 
trying 


CLOTHING 
Sewing magic 


CRAFTS 
How to make it -- book of crafts 


DANCING 
Dance encyclopedia 


DENTAL HEALTH 
Teeth, health and appearance 


DRAMA 
The iceman cometh 


ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
Broadcast operator's handbook 


FURNITURE 
American antique furniture 


HISTORY 


Three battles: Arnaville, Altuzzo, and 
Schmidt ° 1952 
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Author 


Martin 


*Montana. Laws, 
statutes, etc. 
Redden 
*Wisconsin. Laws, 
statutes, etc. 


Hooper 


Carhart 


Danzig 


Cunnington 


Knaggs 


Spargo 


Loomis 


Duffy 


Buckley 


Graham 


Lasser 


TEXAS LIBRARIES 


Title 


HUNTING 
Hunting the silver fleece; epic of the 
fur seal 


LAW 
Revised codes of Montana 1947 


Career planning in law 
Wisconsin statutes 195l 


LUMBER 
This fascinating lumber business 


MATHEMATICS 
Makers of mathematics 


OUTDOOR SPORTS 
Hi, stranger! -- complete guide to 
dude ranches 
Sport's golden age 


PERSONAL GROOMING 
The perfect lady 


PLASTICS 
Adventures in mom's first plastic 


POTTERY 
Early American pottery and china 


PRINTING 
Braille reference book 


PRISONS 


San Quentin 


PRODUCTION 
Petroleum conservation 


SOCIAL HISTORY 
Showboats 


TAXATION 
Lasser's business tax handbook 


= 


1949 
1948 


1948 


1947 


1948 


1942 


1950 


1952 


1951 


1949 
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Author Title 


TEXAS 

* Binkley Texas Revolution 

* Cheshire Photostat copy from Nonnulla; memories 
stories, traditions... 

* Edmonds American Indians of yesterday 

Gann Tread of the longhorns 

*Hill Geography and geology of the Black and 
Grand prairies 

* Ratliff Towering Texas 

*Schmidt History of Washington County 


TRAVEL 
Crouse Search for the North Pole 
Humphrey Cactus forest 
Stefansson Greenland 
Witeman North of 62° 


*Starred items cannot be cirgulated but may be used in the Library. 
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 





(Available for interlibrary loan) 


STATE OF TEXAS PUBLICATIONS 





(These recent publications have been distributed to libraries by 
the Texas State Library in document shipment 159. Free copies 
of some are still available. ) 


AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE, EXPERIMENT STATION: 
Bulletins: 
746 February, 1952. Corn production in Texas. 
747 June, 1952. The home lawn...good turf for utility and beauty. 
748 June, 1952. Nature, causes and correction of discoloration of 
canned blackeye and purple hull peas. 


COMP TROLLER'S DEPARTMENT: 
Refund section of the Motor Fuel Tax Law...effective September 1, 195l. 
Tax laws. Oil-gas, gas gathering, carbon black, and sulphur. Sept., 1951. 


EDUCATION AGENCY: 
Bulletin: 
527 April, 1952. Public school law bulletin... 1952. 


ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION: 
Bulletin: 
126 June, 1952. Appraisal of several methods of testing asphaltic 
concrete. 
News: 
v. 3, no. 3 September, 1952 
Research Reports: 
36 July, 1952. Geometry of classrooms as related to natural lighting 
and natural ventilation. 
37 July, 1952. Out-of-state purchases of chemicals and allied 
products by Texas organizations, 195l. 
39 November, 1952. Preparation of cottonseed meats for cooking 
prior to the extraction of the oil. 
40 November, 1952. Determination of air infiltration in fan testing 
equipment. 





ENGINEERS, STATE BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR PROFESSIONAL: 
Registered professional engineers... July, 1952 roster. 
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GAME AND FISH COMMISSION: 
Bulletin: 
28 1952, Wildlife in Texas. 
Digest of game and fish laws. September, 1952. 
Texas Game and Fish: 
v. 10, nos. 8-ll (July-October, 1952). 





INSURANCE COMMISSIONERS, BOARD OF: 
List of companies under supervision of the Board of Insurance 
Commissioners... 1952. 


RAILROAD COMMISSION: 
Gas Utilities Division 
Sixtieth annual report for 1951. 


STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE COLLEGE 
Bulletin: 
117 October, 1952. Ten years of progress, 1942-1952. 


SUL ROSS STATE COLLEGE: 
Bulletin: 


v. 32, no. 1, March 1952. Annual catalog number 1952-1953... 
announcements for Summer School 1953. 
v. 32, no. 2, June, 1952. Schedule of classes issued - 1952-1953. 


TAX BOARD, STATE: 


Forty-second and forty-third annual reports for the State Tax Board 
for the years 1951 and 1952. 


TEACHER RETIREMENT SYSTEM OF TEXAS: 
Handbook discussing the principal points of the Teacher Retirement 


System of Texas. 1952. 


Fe A Re EK 


STATE PUBLICATIONS (other than Texas) RECEIVED 
BY THE TEXAS STATE LIBRARY 








CALIFORNIA: 

Assembly. Senate Investigating Committee on Education. Tenth 
report. 1952. 

Assembly. Interim Committee on Finance and Insurance. Pre- 
liminary report on the unemployment insurance program in 
California. 1952. 

Colorado River Board of California. California's stake in the Colorado 
River. 1952. . 

Department of Education. California Schools. (periodical) November, 
1952, and earlier issues. 
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Department of Education. State legal provisions in California relating 
to health education, physical education, and recreation. 1952. 

Department of Public Health. Dental protection in your drinking 
water. 1951. 

Department of Professional and Vocational Standards. Directory of the 
bureau of private investigators and adjusters. 1951. 

Secretary of State. Roster of state, county, city and township 
officials of the State of California. 1952. 


LOUISIANA: 
Department of Public Welfare. Louisiana public welfare statistics. 
October, 1952 and earlier issues. 


MICHIGAN: 


Legislative Interim Tax and Revenue Study Committee. Michigan tax 
survey. 1952. 


NEW JERSEY: 
State Investment Council. First annual report. 1951. 


NEW YORK: 
Department of Education. Rural leadership and service; a study of the 
district superintendency. 1951. 
Governor's Office. Public papers of Thomas E. Dewey. 1950. 
New York University. Registered professional engineers and land sur- 
veyors registered between March 27, 1951 -- February 25, 1952. 1952. 


NORTH DAKOTA: 
Livestock Sanitary Board. Forty-fifth and forty-sixth annual report 
of the North Dakota Livestock Sanitary Board. 1951-1952. 


RHODE ISLAND: 


Water Resources Commission. Water resources of the State of 
Rhode Island. 1952. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: 


State Board of Engineering and Architectural Examiners. Fourteenth 
biennial report. June 30, 1952. 


VERMONT: 
Commission to Study the Question of Taxation. Report. August, 1952. 


WEST VIRGINIA: 
Joint Committee on Government and Finance and the Commission on 


Interstate Cooperation. A new plan for the allocation of state aid 


for schools. 1952. 
Seok dese sk ek 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 





AGRICULTURE 
. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. Crops and markets, 1952 edition, 
1952. 
. S. Production and Marketing Administration. The 1953 agricultural 
conservation program for Texas. 1952. 
. S. Forest Service. Forest insects and diseases. 1952. 


AIR-CONDITIONING 
. S. Atomic Energy Commission. Handbook of air cleaning; particulate 
removal... 1952. 


DIRECTORIES 
. S. Bureau of Animal Industry. Directory. 1952. 


DOCUMENTS HISTORICAL 
. S. National Archives. Historical editing. 1952. 


EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS 
. S. Education Office. The 6r's. 1952. 


HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATION 
U. S. Public Health Service. The head nurse looks at her job. 1952. 


HOSPITALS 
Streit, PaulH. Walter Reed army hospital; information for patients. 1952. 


LABOR LAWS 
U. S. Labor Department. What every federal employee should know about 
the Federal Employees' Compensation Act. 1952. 


LAW 
. S. Tax Court. Rules of practice before the tax court of the U. S. 1952. 


MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS 
. S. Rural electrification administration. The art of balanced management. 
How electric farming can help your business. 1952. 
. S. Immigration and Naturalization Service. Operator's handbook. 1952. 


MATERIALS AND MATERIAL HANDLING 
. S. Interior Department. The defense minerals exploration program. 1952. 
. S. Bureau of mines. Synthetical liquid fuel potential of: Alabama- 
Wyoming. 1952. 


MEDICAL ADMINISTRATION 


. S. Atomic Energy Commission. Isotopics. ° Announcements of the 
Isotopes division. 1952. 
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METEOROLOGY 
. S. Weather Bureau. Meteorology yearbook, 1943-1949. 1952. 


PSYCHIATRY 
. S. Public health service. Evaluation of changes in patients after psycho- 


surgery. Proceedings of the second research conference on psychosurgery. 
1952. 


PSYCHOLOGY 
. S. Office of Vocational Rehabilitation. Psychological aspects of physical 
disability. 1952. 


PUBLIC HEALTH 
. S. Public health service. Organized health services in a county of the 
U. S. 1952. 


WORK SIMPLIFICATION 
. S. Bureau of the Census. Handbook of statistical methods of demo- 
graphers. 1952. 
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Capitol of the State of Texas 
1853-1881 


The second Capitol of the State of Texas wa's located on the site of 
the present Capitol, at llth and Congress, The building was partially 
destroyed by fire on November 9, 1881, during the administration of 
Governor O. M. Roberts. 


The following description of the burning of the Capitol is from one 
of the better newspapers of that time, Not only isthe account amusing, 
but it describes the scene more vividly than any photograph or more 
serious report could. 
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THE BURNING OF THE STATE CAPITOL 


The architectural monstrosity that has so long disfigured the crown 
of the heaven-kissing hill at the head of Congress Avenue, in Austin, is 
no more. The venerable edifice that bore such a startling resemblance 
to a large sized corncrib, with a pumpkin for a dome, and whose halls 
have so often resounded with legislative eloquence, reminding the distant 
hearer of a dog barking up a hollow log, is gone. 

It took fire on Wednesday at noon, and in two hours nothing was left 
of it but the bare walls. The old building, however, was filled with many 
historical reminiscences and thousands of bats, all of which perished in 
the flame. 

We were on the spot and saw what happened. As one of the Sifters 
was driving over the hill west of the Capitol, on his homeward way to 
wrestle with his mid-day meal, he perceived a dense smoke oozing out 
of one of the chimneys on the north side of the building, and he said con- 
fidentially to himself, "That's the way those State officials waste fire- 
wood because they don't have to pay for it themselves. There they are 
toasting their sinful shins before fires in which they waste enough wood 
to do a respectable family for a week." 

The Sifter had just made up his mind to write an editorial headed 
"Reckless Extravagance.'' -- "What Becomes of the People's Money?" 
when he perceived that some more smoke was leaking through one of the 
windows. Pretty soon a tongue of red flame protruded through the win- 
dow, and felt around for something to lick, very much like that of a hun- 
gry boy who has been feeding on corn bread and molasses, and is anxious 
to get in the returns from all the outside precincts.... 

It was a thrilling scene. The fire demon's cruel tongues licked the 
fair proportions of the historic pile, while huge volumes of black smoke 
poured from the doomed building, and settled over the fair city of Austin, 
like a sable funeral pall, enveloping in its somber folds the spires and 
domes that glitter on the seven hills of the Capital City of Texas, while 
the toot, toot, toot, of the fire engine, and the hoarse profanity of the 
enthusiastic volunteer firemen, seemed a solemn and appropriate dirge 
as the old sarcophagus crumbled into, etc., etc. But we are getting 
poetical, and encroaching on the province of the local reporter. What we 
have written in the above paragraph will, however, demonstrate that we 
can be sentimental and pathetic when we want to. Those who imagine 
that the Sifters have no pathos or poetry inside them are requested to 
read the foregoing, about the "doomed building" and the "funeral pall, "' 
over again. 

In a very short time the fire fiend was in complete possession, as 
if he had been counted in or elected by an overwhelming majority. He 
showed his ruddy face and fierce glowing eyes (more poetry) at the win- 
dows, which were lit up like those of a confectionery store on Christmas 
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Eve, while Governor Roberts, in a rubber overcoat, like a venerable 
Santa Claus, wandered about, and looked on from the outside. He was 
accompanied by two staffs. One, which looked like an enlarged broom 
handle, he grasped in his hand. The other staff, that accompanied 
him, wasthe staff that wanted him to attend the Yorktown Centennial, 
and to take it, the staff, along so as to lend tone and dignity to the 
occasion. 

Heroic efforts were made to preserve the public property. We 
noticed in particular one colored man, who, in our opinion should re- 
ceive a pension from the State. He rushed into the burning building 
and rescued a large officedesk. He had the whole western hemisphere 
to choose, as a place where to deposit that desk, but the only place 
that seemed to suit him, or that would answer his purpose, was a 
precipice or embankment, 20 feet high, on the west side of the Capitol. 
He approached the edge, raised the desk above his head, and hurled 
it down this "abruption, "' as Seabaugh of the Express would call it, 
where it lay onits broken back, mangled beyond recognition, and held 
up the remnants of its legs in a supplicatory attitude. Once more the 
heroic colored man disappeared intothe doomed edifice, and, return- 
ing with an armful of public documents, he cast them over the brow 
of the embankment. The brisk norther took charge of them, and the 
atmosphere was filled with foreign treaties of the Republic of Texas, 
and ancient archives, yellow with age, and bearing the proud signa- 
tures ef Hispania's royal potentate, (another relapse intopoetry). The 
brave and chivalric colored man thus continued to save public property, 
being the coolest manon the grounds, except the four gentlemen, who 
assisted in demolishing the ten foot high Alamo monument that stood 
in the vestibule. They deserve to have their names preserved in 
history. If wecan learntheir names, we shall publish them next week. 
They said that the monument erected inmemory of the heroes who, for 
the freedom of Texas, gave their lives at the Texas Thermopylae -- a 
monument carved out of the blood-stained stones of the sacred Alamo, 
should not be allowed to perish. With tears in their eyes they went in 
search of an axe. It was an impressive sight to see these four old 
men come back with a long handled axe, and, while the lurid flames 
lighted up the scene, and the Genus of history despairingly fluttered 
over the cherished monument, gave the old belisk a whack, and the 
record of historic deeds crumbled into small chunks of plaster of 
Paris. 

The members of the Austin Fire Companies did all that firemen 
could be expected to do, and the criticism on their action, in some of 
the daily papers, is unjust. They had no water to work with except a 
stream from one small plug. 

Whenthe alarm was given, it was supposed by a great many that 
the treasury, containing the million and a half cash balance, was in 
danger. The anxiety on the part of all classeg to assist in removing 
the silver to a place of safety, was touching. Wealthy men, who had 
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failed in business, got up from champagne and oysters, and, bare- 
headed, distanced impecunious candidates and seedy journalists, who 
were also rushing to the front to remove the cash balance to a place of 
safety.| That prominent Austin Avenue merchant, Mose Schaumburg, 
in his shirt sleeves, on a dray horse, was one of the first to be halted 
by the guard, who positively refused to allow even newspaper men to 
remove that cash balance to a place where it would be safe. 

As already stated, Governor Roberts was on the grounds, wearing 
a gum coat and a troubled look. At first we supposed that the fire fiend 
had "busted" the senatorial campaign by getting away with that corn-cob 
pipe, but we were afterwards told that the cob pipe was rescued by one 
of the brave firemenat great personal risk to himself, while a batch of 
400 applications for pardon, that had only arrived by mail that morning, 
too late to be actedupon, had been destroyed. If this is so, the fire 
can hardly be regarded in the light of a calamity. The oil paintings of 
George Washington, Sam Houston, Stephen F. Austin, General Tom 
Green, and some others were destroyed. 

Almostall the papers inthe Governor's and the Secretary of State's 
room were saved, and but few public documents of any value were lost. 

The oil paintings, twenty in number, of all the presidents of the 
Texas Republic and all the governors of Texas were saved. They be- 
long to Huddle, the artist. No doubt the State will buy them. If they 
had been lost they could never have been replaced, as of some of them 
there are no copies in existence. 

The library of law books was burned and will be difficult to re- 
place. The collection of fossils was for the most part destroyed, and 
there is no insurance on the life of the bats, but beyond this there is 
not much cause for regret, as the fire precludes the possibility of util- 
izing the old Capitol as a part of the new building, which atrocity has 
been contemplated. 

Instead of the hideous old hen coop we have now a picturesque 
ruin, with columns that remind the traveler of the Parthenonand classic 
Greece and Italy. 





According to Miss Harriet Smither, State Archivist, the Treasury 


Department, at the time of the fire, was located in a building directly 
behind the Capitol. 


Source: Texas Siftings, Saturday, Nov. 12, 1881. 





See He ae ak 


An article in The Texas Capital, Sunday, November 13, 1881, states 
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that the fire was caused 


... through the carelessness of a department clerk, and the ignorance 
of a mechanic who ran a stovepipe against the paper and plank sides 
of a room full of books, instead of into a flue, as he supposed he was 
doing. 

A hole had formerly been cut in the stone wall between the two 
rooms for a stovepipe to be extended from the attorney-general's 
east room to the further or east wall of the book-room, in which there 
was aflue. Latterly, this aperture on the book-room side had been 
papered or planked over, but was open on the side of the attorney- 
general's office. A few days ago a stove was put up in the eastern 
room of the attorney-general's office, and the stovepipe from it was 
placed in that aperture. The sparks when the fire in the stove was 
lighted, of course, made their way through the paper or plank over 
the stove hole in the book room and dropped down among the books 
and caused the fire. 


We He He Hp He ie He He Hk HK 





No worse thief than a bad book. -- Italian proverb. 


A classic is something that everybody wants to have 
read and nobody wants to read. --Mark Twain. 


The printing-press is either the greatest blessing or 
the greatest curse of modern times, one sometimes 
forgets which. --J. M. Barrie. 


A proverb is a short sentence based on long ex- 
perience. --Cervantes. 
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TEXAS 


A Selected Bibliography of Books about Texas Published since 1940 


(Compiled by Loan and General Reference Division of the Texas State Library) 


History 


Binkley, William Campbell. Texas revolution. Louisiana State University 
Press, 1952, $2.50. 
A history of the circumstances and events in the conflict of cultures that 
resulted in the revolution and the establishment of the Republic of Texas. 


Bolton, Herbert E. Coronado, knight of pueblos and plains. (Whittlesey 
House publication) McGraw, 1949, $6.00. 
The history of Coronado's search for the "Seven cities of gold and 
turquoise. "' 


Carroll, H. Bailey. The Texan Santa Fe trail. Panhandle Plains Historical 
Society, 1951, $5.00. 
A scholarly and interesting history. 


Clark, Joseph Lynn, and Garrett, J. K. History of Texas, land of promise. 
Rev. ed., Heath, 1949, $2.40. 
A textbook for secondary schools. 


Dale, Edward Everett. Indians of the Southwest; a century of development 
under the United States. University of Oklahoma Press, 1949, $4.00. 


Day, A. Grove. Coronado's quest; the discovery of the Southwestern states. 
University of California Press, 1940, $2.50. 


Dobie, J. Frank. Mustangs. Little, 1952, $6.00. 


The story of the wild horses and the white men and Indians who captured 
them. 


Hogan, William Ransom. The Texas Republic; a social and economic history. 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1946, $3.00. 
A beautifully written history of the people of Texas in the years 1836 to 
1846, how they lived, how they worked, how they played. There is a 
thirty-page bibliography of sources. 


Hyer, J. C. Land of beginning again. Tupper, 1952, $5.00. 
History and legends of the Brazos river and the surrounding territory. 
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Johnson, Vance. Heaven's tableland; the dust bowl story. Farrar, 1947, 
$3.00. 
A well written history of the dust bowl region of the great plains, the 
"mistreated earth", by a Texas newspaper man. 


Kupper, Winifred. Golden hoof; the story of the sheep of the Southwest. 
Knopf, 1945, $2.75. 
Sheep raising in the Southwest from the day of the Spanish explorers 
to the present. 


McCaleb, Walter F. The conquest of the west. Prentice-Hall, 1947, $3.75. 
This history of the westward expansion of the United States includes the 

Louisiana purchase; the acquisition of Florida; the colonization of Texas; 

the Texas revolution; the annexation of Texas; the Mexican war; and conquest 

of California. 


Morton, Ohland. Teran and Texas; a chapter in Texas-Mexican relations. 
Texas State Historical Association, 1948, $3.50. 
A study of Teran and his connection as a Mexican official with the Texas 
colonists which contributes to a better understanding of the historical re- 
lations of Texas and Mexico. The period covered is 1823-1832. 


Myers, John Myers. Alamo. Dutton, 1948, $3.50. 
The story of the Alamo and its historical background from the beginning 
as a Spanish mission to its fall in 1836. 


Newton, Lewis W., and Gambrell, Herbert P. Texas, yesterday and today. 
Turner, 1948, $5.00. 
Primarily a textbook for high schools, this book may also serve the general 
reader as a concise history of Texas. 


Nixon, Pat Ireland. The medical story of early Texas, 1528-1853. Mollie 
Bennett Lupe Memorial Fund, 1946, $6.00. 
An excellent account of doctors and medicine from the day of Cabeza de 
Vaca, the first doctor to give medical treatment to the Indians, to the 
establishment of the Texas Medical Association in 1853. 


Paul, James C. N. Rift in the democracy. University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 1951, $4.00. 
The story of the Texas annexation question which split the Democratic 
party and altered the course of history. 


Reed, S. G. A history of Texas railroads and of the transportation con- 
ditions under Spain and Mexico and the Republic and State. The St. Clair 
Publishing Company, Houston, 1941, $3.50. 


Richardson, R. N. Texas, the Lone Star State. Prentice-Hall, 1943, $4.00. 


A readable history for college students and anfone interested in a general 
history. 
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Schmitz, J. W. Texan statescraft, 1836-1845. Naylor, 1941, $2.75. 
A diplomatic history of the Republic of Texas. 


Sonnichsen, Charles Leland. I'll die before I'll run. Harper, 1951, $3.50. 
The story of Texas frontier feuds. A well written contribution to Texas 
history. 


Steen, Ralph Wright. Texas. Newed., Steck, 1942, $1.50. 
A high school textbook. 


Steen, Ralph Wright. Texas story. New ed., Steck, 1952, $3.50. 
A history of Texas for the general reader which is accurate and enter- 
taining. 


Steen, Ralph Wright. Twentieth century Texas; an economic and social 
history. Steck, 1942, $3.00. 


The first comprehensive history of Texas in the period since 1900. 
This book is for the general reader. 


White, Owen Payne. Texas; an informal biography. Putnam, 1945, $3.50. 
Good reading; humorous, colorful, entertaining. 


City and County History 





Barrett, Velma, and Oliver, Hazel. Odessa, city of dreams; a miracle 
of the Texas prairies. Naylor, 1952, $2.75. 


Beaumont; a guide to the city and its environs, compiled and written by the 
Federal Writers' Project of the Work Projects Administration in the 
State of Texas. Anson Jones Press, 1940, $1.00. 


Fuermann, George. Houston, land of the big rich. Doubleday, 1951, $3.50. 
An entertaining sketch of the city of Houston, written in the light and 

amusing style of a newspaper column by the literary editor and columnist 

of the Houston Post. 





Haley, J. Evetts. Fort Concho and the Texas frontier. San Angelo 
Standard Times, 1952, $6.00. 


McCarty, J. L. Maverick town; the story of old Tascosa. University 
of Oklahoma Press, 1946, $3.00. 
The history of a Texas Panhandle town which was once the center of 
avast cattle settlement, but is now a "ghost town." 


Pierce, N. H. and Brown, N. E. The free state of Menard; a history of 
the county. Menard News Press, 1946, $5.00. 


Port Arthur; compiled and written by the Writers' Program of the Work 
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Projects Administration in the State of Texas. Sponsored by Hamilton 
Smith Post No. 797, Inc., Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. 
Anson Jones Press, 1940, $1.00. 


Rogers, John William. The lusty Texans of Dallas. Dutton, 1951, $4.50. 
A history of Dallas and of the men and women who were prominent in the 
development of the city. 


St. Romain, Lillian Schiller, Western Falls County, Texas. Texas State 
Historical Association, 1951, $3.50. 


Smith, Ashbel, Yellow fever in Galveston, Republic of Texas, 1839; an 
account of the great epidemic. (Biographical sketch by Chauncey D. 
Leake). University of Texas Press, 1951, $2.50. 

With this reprint of the "first significant medical book of the Republic of 
Texas" is a biographical sketch of Ashbel Smith by the editor and also a re- 
print of stories of men who conquered yellow fever, a series of articles from 
the North Carolina Medical Journal. 





Thomlinson, M. H. The garrison of Fort Bliss, 1849-1916. Hertzog and 
Resler, El Paso, 1945, $2.50. 


Wertenbaker, Green Payton (Green Peyton, pseud.). San Antonio, city in 
the sun. McGraw, 1946, $3.00. 


A colorful narrative of San Antonio, its history, Army posts, ranching 
families, politics, Mexicans, schools, and leading citizens. 


Woldert, Dr. Albert. A history of Tyler and Smith County, Texas. Naylor, 
1948, $5.00. 


Biography 





Barker, Eugene C. The life of Stephen F. Austin, founder of Texas, 1793- 
1836. 2nd ed., Texas State Historical Association, 1949, $10, 00. 
This is a new edition of the book, first published in 1926, which is one of 
the most important of contributions to the history of the Southwest and the Nation. 


Cook, James Henry, and Driggs, Howard Roscoe. Longhorn cowboy. Putnam, 
1942, $2.00. 
The life of James Cook, sailor, guide in the Rocky Mountains, Indian fighter 
and cowboy on the plains. A contribution to the literature of pioneer life. 


DeShields, James T. They sat in high place; the presidents and governors of 
Texas. Naylor, 1940, $4.50. 


Dobie, J. Frank. The Ben Lilly legend. Little, 1950, $3.50. 


The story of a frontiersman of the Southwest who was a master huntsman 
and an extraordinary individual. 


Dyer, John Percy. The gallant Hood. Bobbs, 1950, $3.50. 
A sympathetic but critical biography of the Confederate general. 
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Fortune, Jan Isbelle,and Burton, Jean. Elisabet Ney. Knopf, 1943, $3.00. 
This dramatic life of the famous sculptor told without sentimentality is 
good reading. 


Frantz, Joe B. Gail Borden, dairyman toa nation. University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1951, $5.00. 
The first man to market evaporated milk, published one of the first news- 
papers in Texas, helped write the Texas Constitution, fought in the war with 
Mexico, and was a leader in the development of Galveston. 


Gambrell, Herbert Paul. Anson Jones, the last president of Texas. 

Doubleday, 1948, $5.00. 

An important contribution to Texas history is this biography of the Texas 
statesman who was a soldier at San Jacinto, Congressman, Minister to the 
United States, Senator, Secretary of State, and the President of the Republic 
who brought about the annexation of Texas. 


Geiser, Samuel Wood. Naturalists of the frontier. University Press in 
Dallas, 1948, $5.00. 
Of special interest to naturalists, this book is not only a contribution to 
the history of science, but also to the history of the frontier. 


Glasscock, Sallie. Dreams of an empire, the story of Stephen Fuller Austin. 
Naylor, 1951, $2.75. 
A life of Austin for high school readers. 


Greer, James Kimmins. Colonel Jack Hays, Texas frontier leader and 
California builder. Dutton, 1952, $6.00. 
A fine biography of the great frontiersman who was soldier, surveyor, 
ranger, officer in the Mexican war, and explorer. 


Haley, J. Evetts. George W. Littlefield, Texan. University of Oklahoma 

Press, 1943, $3.00. 

An interesting biography of one of the most distinguished citizens of 
Texas. At nineteen he joined the Terry rangers, won honors for gallantry 
in the Civil War, made a fortune in the cattle business after the war, and 
made large endowments to the University of Texas. 


Haley, J. Evetts. Jeff Milton; a good man witha gun. University of 
Oklahoma Press, 1948, $5.00. 
Biography of Jeff Milton, 1861-1947, Texas ranger, stagecoach guard, 
police officer with a deadly trigger finger and a strict code of honor. 


Hawkins, Walace. The case of John C. Watrous, United States judge for 
Texas; a political story of high crimes and misdemeanors. University 
Press in Dallas, 1950, $5.00. 
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Hoole, William Stanley. Sam Slick in Texas. Naylor, 1945, $2.00. 
An interesting and scholarly biography of Samuel Adam Hammett, who 
came to Texas from New York in 1835 at the age of nineteen and, upon his 


return to New York in 1847, wrote magazine articles and stories about his 
life in Texas. 


Keeton, Morris T. The philosophy of Edmund Montgomery. University 
Press in Dallas, 1950, $5.00. 


Kemp, Louis Wiltz. Signers of the Texas Declaration of Independence, 
with an illustration and a reproduction of the Declaration of Independence 
with signatures. Anson Jones Press, 1944, $10.00. 
Authoritative sketches of the fifty-nine signers. 


Loggins, Vernon. Two romantics and their ideal life; Elizabet Ney; 
sculptor; Edmund Montgomery, philosopher. Odyssey Press, 1946, $3.50. 


Lomax, John Avery. Adventures of a ballad hunter. Macmillan, 1947, $3.75. 
The first part of this book is the author's autobiography, and the second 

half is the entertaining story of adventures while collecting folksongs by the 

man who has done more than any other to preserve the folk music of America. 


Maudslay, Robert. Texas sheepman; the reminiscences of Robert Maudslay. 
ed. by Winifred Kupper. University of Texas Press, 1951, $3.00. 
These letters of an Englishman, who came to Texas in 1880, to a niece 


in England, give a graphic description of life in Texas seventy years ago. 


Nalle, Ouida Ferguson. The Fergusons of Texas; or 'Two governors for 
the price of one."" Naylor, 1946, $3.00. 
Interesting and often amusing, this is a family portrait and not a com- 
prehensive biography or a political history of the Ferguson administration. 


Perry, George Sessions. Tale of a foolish farmer. McGraw, 1951, $6.00. 
The author's experience in managing his two small farms told with 
humor and a deep appreciation of nature and a love of Texas land. 


Phares, Ross. Cavalier in the wilderness. Louisiana State University 

Press, 1952, $3.50. 

This is the first full-length biography of Louis Juchereau de St. Denis, 
explorer, trader, romantic figure, the man who led Spaniards in the settle- 
ment of Texas during the first half of the eighteenth century. "Beautiful 
writing; sound research."" Library Journal. 





Raymond, Mrs. Dora Neill. Captain Lee Hall of Texas. University of 
Oklahoma Press, 1940, $2.75. 


This skillful biography of a Texas ranger is the adventure story of one 
of the most impressive figures of the Texas border. 
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Richmond, Rebecca. A woman of Texas, Mrs. Percy V. Pennybacker. 
Naylor, 1941, $2.75. 


Rister, Carl Coke. Robert E. Lee in Texas. University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1946, $2.50. 
An account of a little-known period in the life of Lee with much about 
Texas just before the Civil War. 


Robinson, Duncan W. Judge Robert McAlpin Williamson, Texas‘ three- 
legged Willie. Texas State Historical Association, 1948, $5.00. 

Judge Williamson, a soldier in the Battle of San Jacinto, a lawyer, a 
legislator, and a judge, exerted great influence on the beginnings of the 
administration of law in Texas. In this lively, very readable, and authentic 
biography, he is presented as a human being with a fine sense of humor. 


Smith, Arthur Douglas Howden. Mr. House of Texas. Funk and Wagnalls, 
1940, $3.50. 
For the most part this book is concerned with political and international 
affairs during the years when Colonel House was closely associated with 
Woodrow Wilson. 


Sonnichsen, Charles Leland. Roy Bean; law west of the Pecos. Macmillan, 
1943, $2.50. 
An authentic and hilarious account of one of the most famous of western 
"characters." 


Stephens, Ira Kendrick. The hermit philosopher of Liendo. University 
Press in Dallas, 1951, $5.00 
A study of the life and works of Edmund Montgomery, the husband of 
Elizabeth Ney. 


Vestal, Stanley. Bigfoot Wallace. Houghton, 1942, $3.00. 
A factual biography of Wallace which ignores the legends and the tall tales. 


White, Owen Payne. The autobiography of a durable sinner. Putnam, 1942, 
$3.00. 
‘This ancient product of the desert has an excellent story to tell, and 

he hauls off and tells it in prose that is tough, windy, and altogether 

rather admirable." Stanley Walker, Books. 


Description and Travel 





Allen, John Houghton. Southwest. Lippincott, 1952, $4.25. 
Memories and tall tales of the Southwest; sketches of the border Mexicans. 
The author is an excellent story-teller. 


Casey, Robert Joseph. Texas border and some borderliners; a chronicle 
and a guide. Bobbs, 1950, $5.00. 
This highly entertaining book is a skillful blend of history and legends 
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of pioneers, rangers, outlaws, and adventurers. 


Day, Donald. Big country; Texas. (American folkway series) Duell, 1947, 
$3.50. 
A book about the folkways of Texas, of the people of the cattle ranges, 
the oil fields, and the cotton fields. 


Handbook of Texas; Walter Prescott Webb, Editor-in-chief. In two volumes. 
Texas State Historical Association, 1952, $30.00. 
Two volumes of essential information encompassing Texas from pre-history 
to present day. 


Peck. Anne M. Southwest roundup. Dodd, 1950, $2.75. Avery readable 
guidebook which combines history, legend, and the present day scene. 


Perry, George Sessions. Texas, a world in itself. Grossett, 1952, $1.98. 
Characteristics of Texas today as seen by one of the State's most 
talented writers. 


Plenn, Jaime Harrysson. Saddle in the sky, the Lone Star State. Bobbs, 
1940, $2.75. 
"An informally written account of Texas mingling history, personal 
anecdote and legend with description of manners and customs and politics." 
Book Review Digest. 





Texas; a guide to the Lone Star State, compiled by workers of the Writers' 
Program of the Work Projects Administration in the State of Texas. 
Sponsored by the Texas State Highway Commission. (American Guide 
Series). One of the best of the American Guide Series. 


Government and Politics 





Hogg, James Stephen. Addresses and State papers of James Stephen Hogg. 
ed. by Robert C. Cotner. University of Texas Press, 1951, $6.00. 
An excellent selection from campaign speeches, acceptances, messages 
to the ligislature, and speeches on special occasions. 


MacCorkel, Stuart Alexander and Smith, Dick. Texas government, 2nd ed. 
McGraw, 1952, $4.50. 


McKay, Seth Shepherd. W. Lee O'Daniel and Texas politics. Texas Tech 
Press, 1944, $4.00. 


Patterson, Caleb Perry, and others. State and local government in Texas. 
Rev. ed., Macmillan, 1948, $3.50. 


Stewart, F. M., and Clark, J. L. Constitution and government of Texas. 
4th ed. Heath, 1949, $2.75. 
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Ranch Life 





Brown, Dee. Trail driving days. Schmitt, 1952, $7.50. 
Over two hundred reproductions of old photographs; a serious study of 
the real "wild west." 


Dobie, J. Frank. Longhorns. Illustrated by Tom Lea. Little, 1941, $4.50. 
The history and folklore of the longhorns, descendants of the cattle 

which the Spanish explorers brought to this country. ''No one who loves the 

old West will want to miss this book.'' New York Times. 





Goodwyn, Frank. Life on the King ranch. Crowell, 1951, $5.00. 

The author says, "So this is the story of me and my ranch friends; of 
the heritage that was ours, the way we worked, the tales we told, and the 
fun we had on America's largest, most progressive cattle ranch." 


Haley, J. Evetts. The heraldry of the range; some southwestern brands. 
Panhandle Plains Historical Society, 1949, $5.00. 
In the thirty-five pages of this book a wealth of information about cattle 
brands and famous ranches has been collected. 


Haley, J. Evetts. Life on the Texas range. Photographs by Edwin E. Smith. 
University of Texas Press, 1952, $10.00. 
There are reproductions of 82 of the 108 prints which Edwin E. Smith 
made for the Texas Memorial Museum, with a running commentary on the 
pictures by J. Evetts Haley. 


Hamner, Laura V. Short grass and longhorns. University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1943, $2.75. 
Sketches of many ranches in the Panhandle and of the men and women 
who established homes and a civilization in that region. 


Nordyke, Lewis. Cattle empire; the fabulous story of the 3, 000, 000 
acre XIT. Morrow, 1949, $4.00. 
The tract of land given in exchange for the building of the Texas 
Capitol to Chicago business men became the largest ranch in the United States. 


Siringo, Charles Angelo. Texas cowboy; or fifteen years on the hurricane 
deck of a Spanish pony; taken from real life; with bibliographical study 
and introduction by J. Frank Dobie and drawings by Tom Lea. New ed. 
Sloane, 1950, $3.00. 

A reprint of the western classic which first appeared in 1885; pictures 
of a cowboy's life on the southwestern plains. 


Sonnichsen, Charles Leland. Cowboys and cattle kings; life on the range 
today. University of Oklahoma Press, 1950, $4.50. 
A study of the southwestern caitle industry and life on the ranches. 


Winslow, Edith Black. In those days; memoirs of Edwards Plateau. Naylor, 
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1950, $3.50. 

This is a wholesome and natural account of two ranch-owning families 
which is typical of the experiences of other families of the Edwards Plateau 
region. 


Art and Architecture 





Sanford, Trent Elwood. Architecture of the Southwest. Norton, 1951, $5.00. 
An informal history of the architecture of the Southwest from the cliff 
dwellings of the Indians and the missions of the Spaniards to the cities of the 

Americane. 


Twelve from Texas: a portfolio of lithographs. Foreword by Jerry Bywaters. 

University Press in Dallas, 1952, $5.00. 

These reproductions represent the work of some of the leading artists of 
the State. Mostly landscapes, they are approximately the size of the original 
lithograph, 12 by 16 inches. The typographical design and printing are well 
done. This is the first portfolio in a series of southwest artists to be 
published by the Southern Methodist University Press. 


Religion 


Dawson, Rev. J. M. A century with Texas Baptists. Broadman Press, 
Nashville, Tennessee, 1947, $1.75. 
An excellent outline of Baptist history, but not a detailed account. 


Smith, Jesse Guy. Heroes of the saddle bags. Naylor, 1951, $2.75. 
An account of churches and missionaries in colonial Texas. 


Nature 


Bedichek, Roy. Adventures with a Texas naturalist. Doubleday, 1947, $3.50. 
A fine book of nature writing on birds, animals, flowers, trees, and 
shrubs of East Texas. 


Bedichek, Roy. Karankaway country. Doubleday, 1950, $3.50. 
Observations of nature and unfamiliar scenes in a little-known section 
of marshland along the Texas coast. 


Dobie, J. Frank. The voice of the coyote. Little, 1949, $4.00. 
This book combines scientific fact with folklore, legend, and first- 
hand account. 


Texas Game, Fish and Oyster Commission. Principal game birds and 
mammals of Texas; their distribution and management. Texas Game, 
Fish and Oyster Commission, 1945, $2.00. 
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Oil Production 





Clark, James R. and Halbouty, M. T. Spindletop. Random House, 1952, 
53. 95. 


Forbes, Gerald. Flush production; the epic of oil in the Gulf-Southwest. 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1942, $2.75. 
"A social history of oil'' in the Southwest. 


Rister, Carl Coke. Oil, titan of the Southwest. University of Oklahoma 


Press, 1949, $5.00. 
A history of the development of the oil industry in the Southwest. 


Miscellaneous 





Boatright, Mody C. Folk laughter on the American frontier. Macmillan, 
1949, $3.00. 
These folk tales contribute to an understanding of the civilization of the 
frontier. 


Kibbe, Pauline R. Latin Americans in Texas. University of New Mexico 
Press, 1946, $3.50. 
The most comprehensive report that has been made on the complex 
social and economic problems of the Mexican citizens of Texas. 


Perry, George Sessions. Story of Texas A& M. McGraw, 1951, $4.00. 

An official, but informal history of Texas Agricultural and Mechanical 
College. The appendix contains a chronology, lists of administrative 
officers, class presidents, valedictorians, football captains, coaches, 
statistics on enrollments, degrees granted, etc. 


Stilwell, Hart. Hunting and fishing in Texas. Knopf, 1946, $5.00. 


Tharp, Benjamin Carroll. Texas range grasses. University of Texas 
Press, 1952, $4.00. 


Novels 


Baker, Karle Wilson. Star of the wilderness. Coward-McCann, 1942, 
$2.75. 


A novel of Texas pioneers; the manners, customs, motives, and deeds 
of the men and women of the 1830's. 


Barrett, Monte. Sun in their eyes; a novel of Texas in 1812. Bobbs, 
1944, $2.75. 


Barrett, Monte. Tempered blade. Bobbs, 1946, $2.75. 
A historically authentic novel based on the life of James Bowie. 
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Brown, Dee. Wave high the banner. Macrae, 1942, $2.50. 
A novel based on the life of David Crockett. 


Carroll, Curt. Golden herd. Morrow, 1950, $3.00. 
Historical novel of Texas and the early days of the cattle industry. 


Cheavens, Martha Louise. Crosswinds. Houghton, 1948, $2.75. 

A story of a small town on the Texas border and the happy influence of 
a minister and his family in the lives of its citizens; it can be recommended 
to young people and adults. 


Cooper, Madison. Sironia, Texas. Two volumes. Houghton, 1952, $10.00. 

This two-volume, 173l-page novel may be the longest to have been pub- 
lished in America. It is the history of a small town and its leading families 
between the years 1900 and 1920. ''Two threads dominate the intricate plot 
and counterplot and subplot: -the thread of social and racial cleavages, and 
the murky thread of sex in all its ramifications..." Kirkus. 


Davis, Anne Pence. The customer is always right. Macmillan, 1940, 
$2.50. 


Behind the scenes in a department store in a northwest Texas town. 


Dawson, Cleo. She came to the valley. Morrow, 1943, $2.75. 
A character study of a woman who assumes the burden of supporting 
the family after her husband is crippled. 


Erdman, Loula Grace, Edge of time. Dodd, 1950, $3.00. 
Well written novel about the Texas Panhandle in 1885. 


Ferber, Edna. Giant. Doubleday, 1952, $3.95. 

This is a fabulous story about fabulous Texans. Residents of other 
states may think that they find in this book a genuine picture of typical 
multimillionaire ranchers and oil kings. 


Foreman, Leonard London. Road to San Jacinto. Dutton, 1943, $2.50. 
Colorful, fast-moving adventure story of the Texas Revolution. 


Gibson, Jewel. Black gold. Random House, 1950, $3.00. 
Story of a Texas oil-boom town in the early 1900's. 


Gibson, Jewel. Joshua Beene and God. Random House, 1946, $2.50. 
This first novel is an amusing character study of a Texas prophet 
and justice of the peace who used religion to gain his own ends. 


Gipson, Frederick Benjamin. Home place. Harper, 1950, $2.75. 
The home place is a ranch in North Texas, and this is an appealing 
story of fine people simply told. 


Gipson, Frederick Benjamin. Hound-dog man. Harper, 1949, $2.50. 
A warm and appealing story of a man, a boy, adog, and a Texas 
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hunting trip; for adults, but told from the viewpoint of an adolescent boy. 


Goodwyn, Frank. Magic of Limping John; a story of the Mexican border 
country. Farrar, 1944, $2.50. 
A slow-moving story of Mexicans in Texas told with charm and skill; 
for discriminating readers. 


Goyen, William. House of breath. Random House, 1950, $2.75. 
A brilliant first novel by a young Texan about a Texas town called 
Charity; poetical and almost plotless, it is for discriminating readers. 


Hindus, Maurice G. Magda. Doubleday, 1951, $3.00. 
Story of a Polish immigrant who becomes a Texas landowner. 


Horgan, Paul. Devil in the desert. Longmans, 1952, $1.50. 
A beautifully told story of a devoted old priest who meets death while 
on a pastoral mission to isolated families in the Rio Grande country. 


Houston, Margaret. Bride's Island. Crown, 1951, $3.00. 
A year in the life of a young girl on a Texas farm in 1886. 


Jefferson, Bradley Carter. Fair havens. Macmillan, 1948, $3.50. 
A story of eastern Texas before the discovery of oil. 


King, Mary Paula. Quincie Bolliver. Houghton, 1941, $3.75. 
A well written novel of the Texas oil fields and a little girl who grew up 
in an oil town; atmosphere and characterizations are good; for adults. 


Kirkland, Elithe Hamilton. Divine average. Little, 1952, $3.50. 
A novel of Texas in the years between the Texas Revolution and the 
Civil War; a serious study of racial hatred. 


Lanham, Edwin Moultrie. Thunder in the earth. Harcourt, 1941, $2.75. 


This story of an oil-boom town gives a brilliant picture of the oil 
industry. 


Lea, Tom. The wonderful country. Little, 1952, $3.75 

A novel of the Mexican border in the 1870's. ''The Wonderful Country, 
which on the surface is an adventure story of violent and dramatic times, 
is as beautifully designed and organized as the stunning illustrations artist 


Tom Lea provides for his written text." Lon Tinkle, Saturday Review of 
Literature. 








Mally, Emma Louise. Mocking bird is singing. Holt, 1944, $2.75. 
The setting is Texas after the Civil War in this novel of character 
development and family relations. 


Mangold, Ila Cornelius. Clan McGuire. Rinehart, 1950, $2.75. 
Story of family life in Texas in 1905. 
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Miller, Helen Topping. Mirage. Appleton, 1949, $3.00. 
Historical novel of Texas after the Civil War; a fast-moving love story. 


Perry, George Sessions. Hackberry cavalier. Viking, 1944, $2.50. 
Short stories about the backwoods sections of Texas. 


Perry, George Sessions. Hold autumn in your hand. McGraw, 1941, $3.00. 
The story of a young Texas sharecropper, his family, and a year of 
desperately hard work; a well recommended novel. 


Ragsdale, Clyde Byron. Big fist. Putnam, 1950, $2.75. 
The story of a bootlegger and gambler. "Recommended for adult 
collections." Library Journal. 





Rylee, Robert. Ring and the cross. Knopf, 1947, $3.00. 
Story of workers in a shipyard during the war and a political struggle be- 
tween forces of the right and of the left; for serious-minded readers. 


Stilwell, Hart. Border city. Doubleday, 1945, $2.50. 
A story of racial conflict and intolerance in a Texas town on the 
Mexican border. 


Stilwell, Hart. Uncovered wagon. Doubleday, 1947, $3.00. 
The setting for this character study is Texas in the early 1900's. 


Taylor, Ross McLaury. Saddle and the plow; an historical novel of Texas. 
Bobbs, 1942, $2.50. 
A sequel to Brazos, published in 1938; an honest and homely novel of 


ranch life and the cattle industry in the seventies and eighties, with good 
characterization. 


Tebbel, John. Touched with fire. Dutton, 1952, $3.50. 
A novel based on the life of Robert Cavelier, sieur de La Salle. 


Watson, John Cherry. Reddress. Harper, 1949, $2.75. 
A character study of a Texas sharecropper family. 


Wellman, Paull. Iron mistress. Doubleday, 1951, $3.50. 
An exciting novel based on the life of James Bowie, with authentic 
historical background. 


Westheimer, David, Magic fallacy. Macmillan, 1950, $2.00. 
"Tender, poignant, restrained, in beautiful prose and fine taste, a 


deeply moving study in adolescent psychology. Recommended." R. W. 
Henderson, Library Journal. 





Wilson, John Walter. High John, the conqueror. Macmillan, 1948, $2.50. 
The tragic plight of the uneducated Negro is the theme of this first novel 
about a Negro cotton farmer in Brazos County, Texas. 


TEXAS LIBRARIES - 28 - 1952 -3 December 








NEWS FROM LIBRARIES 
OVER THE STATE 





A new $50, 000 library building was opened Sunday, November 30th, in 
Italy, and proud citizens filled the building to capacity. A former 
resident, S. M. Dunlap, bequeathed $190,000 to library endowment. 


Gates Memorial Library at Port Arthur has started a free phonograph 
record loan collection. Gifts are being solicited, and many memorial 
albums have been received. 





The new Dallas Public Library building will replace the old one on the 
original site at Commerce and Harwood Streets. The new library will 
have music rooms, art rooms, auditoriums and special group meeting 
areas, as well as facilities for special collections and standard refer- 
ence materials. 


The San Antonio Public Library recently held a panel discussion on 
"What Do Parents Want in Children's Books?'' Three prominent San 
Antonio @uthors, Janette Sebring Lowery, Mary Davis, and Frances 
Donecker, led the discussion, with parents and teachers also partici- 
pating. 





Claude T. Bell, 7l-year-old building superintendent at the Houston 
Public Library, has retired after more than thirty-one years of ser- 
vice. He received congratulations by the mayor, and was honored with 
a party by the library staff. 


An open house at the new McLennan County Library quarters in the 
courthouse building, on November 15th, attracted over 100 visitors 
from Waco and other towns over the country. 





Mrs, F. M. Richards of Brady has donated a site for a new McCulloch 


County Library building. In 1948 she gave $40,000 for the proposed 
new library. 





For Book Week the Gonzales Public Library held a book bazaar. A 
collection of books from the State Library was on display. 


During October the Austin Public Library had a record circulation of 
52,366 books -- a circulation higher than that of any other American 
city of comparable size. 


TEXAS LIBRARIES 1952 -3 December 





In observance of Jewish Book Month the Austin Public Library had on 
display acollection of Jewish books and religious objects, including a 
kiddush cup, a copper pitcher, a clay lamp, and two prints. 


The Alpine Public Library held a poster contest for Children's Book 
Week. Thirty dollars in cash prizes were awarded to seven children 
who made the best posters. Money for the prizes was donated by 
Friends of the Library. 


The Denison Herald spotlighted the elementary school libraries, the 
high school libraries, and the public library with a full-page layout 
for Book Week. The P.T.A. plans to make the central library its 
main project for the year and hopes to increase the number of vol- 
umes. 





Contractors are now putting the finishing touches on the $100,000 
Pasadena Public Library in preparation for the official opening about 
February lst. A campaign is now under way to raise $25,000 for the 
book fund. The library building was a gift from the Shell Oil Company 
and the Shell Chemical Company. 


Early in November the American Heritage Forum, sponsored by the 
American Association of University Women and the El Paso Library 
Association, met atthe Hotel Cortezin El Paso. Dr. Vero R. Maxwell 
spoke on "An Enlightened Americanism" and Jack Spear spoke on "Our 
American Heritage in Times of Crisis." 


During the summer months the Bryan-College Station Branch of the 
American Association of University Women, together with other citi- 
zens of the community, conducted a survey of public libraries and 
other library resources of Brazos County. At a meeting early in 
November highlights of the survey were presented, and a comparison 
of libraries with American library standards was made. 
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NEWS FROM THE STATE LIBRARY 





ARCHIVES DIVISION: The usual large number of requests has been re- 
ceived and attended to by this Division. Many visitors and patrons took 
advantage of our services during the past month. 


EXTENSION DIVISION: The three members of the Extension Division 
have been busy the first few days in December getting out letters to 
Librarians at the head of all the public libraries in Texas, with forms 
for our new 1953 Directory bulletin... Prompt return of the forms will 
insure quicker publication of the results. The 1952 Directory has been 
in great demand by librarians and others interested in libraries. 





Two more District meetings of the TLA have been held -- District VI 
at Paris and District VII at Denison. The State Library was represented 
at both meetings, which had excellent programs. 


The State convention of Texas Congress of Parents and Teachers met 
November 19, 20, and 21. Nearly two thousand delegates assembled in 
Wichita Falls' Memorial Auditorium, and in small groups, in nearby 
churches. At a banquet held in the cafeteria of Mid-West College, 1,500 
delegates and visitors were entertained by Mrs. Ernestine Gilbreth Carey, 

one of the two authors of the popular Cheaper by the Dozen and Belles on 
Their Toes, chronicles of the big Gilbreth family. The Extension Di- 
rector, who was visiting with Mrs. Barbara C. Thomas and the staff of 

the Kemp Public Library in Wichita Falls, attended several sessions of 
the meeting. 





The Assistant Extension Director was present at the dedicatory services 


of the beautiful new S.M. Dunlap Memorial Library in Italy on November 
20. 


LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE DIVISION: In addition to handling specific 
requests for information, the Division has also received, sorted, and 
filed mimeographed copies of election returns, by counties, for the 
elections of 1948, 1949 and 1950. The shipment of state documents 
(Checklist 159) has beensent out. This requires many hours of work and 
results in considerable correspondence from libraries that receive only 
the list itself from which they select the items they wish to receive. 
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On Wednesday, November 19, the Governor's Water Committee con- 
cluded its two-day meeting. The program onreports of the committees 
were of help inindicating what additional material on water the Library 
should collect and organize before the legislature convenes. 


The Water Law Conference, sponsored by the University of Texas Law 
School, met in the Capitol on Thursday and Friday of the same week 
(November 20-21). The ground water report and discussions were of 
greatest interest to this Division. 


LOAN AND GENERAL REFERENCE: The State Library now owns the 
fifty-four volumes of the GREAT BOOKS OF THE WESTERN WORLD. 
The works of any author in this set may be borrowed by individuals, 
libraries, clubs, and other groups. A complete list of the books in 
this series will be included in the January issue of Texas Libraries. 





PROCESSING DIVISION: The Documents Librarian of the Colorado 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, Fort Collins, visited the Pro- 
cessing Division the latter part of November. An interesting exchange 
of ideas, and discussion of methods of handling government documents, 
both federal and state, took place. 





RECORDS DIVISION: The largest single acquisition of the Division 
during November was 988 cubic feet of records from the Industrial 
Accident Board consisting of 250,000 cases in which claims for com- 
pensation have been filed. Although the cases are classified as non- 
current, they are in daily use for evidential purposes. 

Also received during the month were 506 cubic feet of records of 
the Board of Control, and smaller amounts of various series of other 
departments. 

In the past four weeks personnel of the division have been largely 
occupied with the Monthly Tax Reports of the 254 counties of Texas. 
The Division is custodian of these reports issued from the formation 
of each county to the present time, and, since they are in constant use 
for the purpose of clearing land titles, they are being boxed to reduce 
wear and tear. The task is now nearly completed. 

Visiting librarians are invited to tour the Divisionand discuss our 
problems with us. 
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